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THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
PREAMBLE

We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into
Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic and to secure to all its
citizens:

Justice, social, economic and political;

Liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;

Equality of status and of opportunity;

and to promote among them all

Fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity
ofthe Nation;

In our Constituent Assembly this twenty-sixth day of November 1949, do
Hereby Adopt, Enact and Give to Ourselves this Constitution.
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Bipasha Majumder (De)

Associate Professor & Head_-_f-";l_"; o

Department of English

1

dewy dawn

the wind licking up
the night

2

drone attack

his unspoken words
lying buried

3

ancestral home

the wooden chair sloughs off
father's memories

4

frosty night

his silent drum beats
sound loud today

5

rain-drenched morning
a taro leaf wearing

a diamond necklace

6

earthworms . . .
gender conflicts cease
to exist*

* This haiku was nominated
for the Touchstone Award 2024.
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Glaring Towards Flames

Gourab Maiti
Faculty, Department of Computer Science

(In the remembrance of our beloved student Late Rohit Basak)

| stand before your empty chair,

The silence thick, too much to bear.
Your notes lie still, your desk untouched,
A space once filled with dreams in hutch.
You questioned stars, you chased the sky,

With eager heart and wondering eye.

Each answer sparked a deeper quest,

You never settled, gave your best.
The world to you was one vast page,
To read, to learn, to gently gaze.

A mind so rare, a soul so kind -

You truly left a void behind.
| watched you grow in thought and grace,
In every class, you found your place.
You lifted words and numbers too,
With joy that only few pursue.

But now the classes are dim and gray,
Since fate has cruelly snatched you away.
No warning came, no final bell,

Just echoes of the tales you'd tell.

I'll miss the light you brought each day,
The quiet strength, the cheerful way.
You were not just a pupil here -

You were a future held so dear.

My heart still teaches with your name,

Your spark survives beyond the flame. &
The Memories carried through mind's cart J}

Will remain forever in my heart.
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The Rainfall

Bikram Shit
1st Semester, English Major

It was a summer's afternoon
| set on my yard.

There was an unnatural silence
Had no noise to be heard.
Soon it was starting
a heavy rainfall.

That made a beautiful song.
The tree took a shower
And the boys played for a long time.
After the rain stopped its pattering
There was a pretty rainbow in the western sky.



The End That Stays Forever

Koustab Kanti Maiti
1st Semester, English PG

O my Mahavidyalaya, noble and true,

Our journey began in the year twenty twenty two.
Among your every red brick in the morning light,
We found our voices chased what's right.

You nourish us in lessons so deep,

Give the taste of literature on peak.

All classrooms are the blacksmith's fordge
Where minds were shaped with silent urge.

From Shakespeare's soul to Eliot's rhyme,

We all read Agatha Christie, the queen of Crime.
We rode on the wings of poesy invented by Keats,
Where the world of reality and imagination meets.

Sahid Kshudiram, brave your name,

We carry forward throughout the nation your glowing flame.
For every path now we shall tread,

As our God and Goddess (Sir & Ma'am) have said.

Friends we made, bonds we keep
In heart, they always remain deep.
Our laughter echoed in your open air,

The time stands still when we are here.

So here's goodbye - yet not the end,
For you, at any chance, I'll come to my college friend.

It is not just a college, but a home,
That shaped my soul and my mind and my poem.

Forever you remain beautiful in my memories' light,
Debra Thana Sahid Kshudiram Smriti Mahavidyalaya you are

Great and pure bright...........
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The Hands That Held Me
Subhajit Singh
1st Semester, English PG

My dad, you are the person | always pray for,
Without you, | feel lost on an unknown shore.

In this world full of selfishness,

Your Company is my dearest happiness.

| was novice to grab knowledge,

But your wisdom filled my empty pocket.

| can revive those memories on visiting Durga festival,
Where suddenly | said "I'll go abroad by plane."

You said nothing but "ok my son".

| can revisit those memories,

When you used to tell me ghost stories.

One day | demanded a pair of football boots,

And you said nothing but | got my pursuits.

| can memorize the football match played together,
These precious moments will last in my heart forever.
In childhood | showed you my angry side,

But now | can see why you stayed so quite.

| can catch those memories when | become sick,

You and Maa fast and worries run thick.

Yes, | am that person who always made chaos,

But time shaped me to be silent and matured.
Nowadays | talk a little less

But | can peep your silent distress.

Bapi, you are my strength, my inspiration, my endless guide,
| will keep you always close by my side




The Sun and Our Lives

Paramita Sasmal
3rd Semester, English PG

Life is like the Sun, Red-Yellow-Silver
The colours of the Sun are nothing
But various Entities of ours.

The Sun rises, it's Dawn with Red.
As if a Baby has just been born.
Time never waits, starts running.

Colour changes, It's Morning with Yellow.
The Baby grows up in Toddler years.

Spends some time alike, in Yellow Childhood.
Time never waits, starts running.

The Sun takes on new colour once again

The intensity of sunlight increases, Silver.

Childhood passes and Adolescence comes, a teenager.
Remains some time likewise, in Silver until Adulthood.
The glorious, shining, adventurous part is over.

The Sun wants to be like before, Yellow.
Progresses from Adulthood to Middle Age.

The Sun wants to be like before, so Red.
Arrives at old Age, after a long journey.

It is Twilight before Sunset, extremity of Life.
It is pre-death decoration.

Ultimately Sunset, Life is over
Surrounded by Darkness, the reign of Death.
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Honking Horns

Bholanath Das
Faculty, Dept .of English

ne of the B.Ed examinees, when I was on exam invigilation duty, humbly

hinted at me to leave out the examination room for a while so that the

answers can be managed, stuffed in the deep pockets. Well, it might have
punctured the pride of a community, nonetheless the situation be spoken as it is often
found in civil society. An incident, surfacing in the social media that villagers in a
neighbouring state are shovelling out the pitch road, just being constructed by the
workers and putting them in their home yard, is not what a nation is dreaming for. That
B.ed examinee was in the late 40s. However, when you know there is no way out in the
heavily crowded traffic, your horns, I mean not your head's horns, your vehicle's horns
keep onhonking as if you are rushing to turn the mountains upside down. And then on your
way you find the lights on at 12 at noon, at a juncture at District Magistrate bungalow
road. Conscience speaks for stopping and turning off though you speed past. [ once wrote
to the office why these tap calls, street lights remain on all day. Reply still awaiting from
theirend. Later, it was found that Mr. Roy, the horn man whirling out puffs of cigar in front
ofthe Girls' Hostel. Lethim have that!

Not everything has died down at this hour. Not to be surprised, at the busy bus
stand, a girl in her late teens was helping the old tattering man, to cross the busy road and
got him seated in the waiting room. By the entrance, she was found to be picking up the
Sprite bottle and dropping it down in the litter box. Water is everywhere, just turn on and
flush in the public washrooms. From Chicago to New Delhi on air, causing national
embarrassment, a passenger flushed plastics and rags into toilets which cause plumbing
to fail. After inauguration programmes be it your school's Freshers' Welcome programme
or Indian Railways Flagging off train, eaten plates, plastics, bottles, flying everywhere,
even there are dustbins. No rhetoric, incidents are penned down as they are. You are a part
of'this crowd, notto be laughed at. Fostering community actionisa means ofinstilling an
order in human beings. Education in the institutions is not just accumulation of facts; it
has to be enlightenment of conscience. If an injured man by the road does not awaken our
conscience for immediate help, then what itis we are heading for? Together let's stain out
the spitting walls.
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Children of Earth, Children of the Stars:
The Forgotten Blueprint of

Human Origins.

Soumya Chakraborty
Faculty, Dept. of Computer Science

Introduction

For over a century and a half, humanity has lived under the shadow of Darwin’s great
revelation — that every living being, including humankind, evolved through natural
selection. Charles Darwin’s The Descent of Man (1871) was a radical departure from the
prevailing belief in divine creation. It placed humans squarely within the animal kingdom,
describing us as evolved apes who gained intelligence and self-awareness through slow,
genetic refinement. Mainstream biology and anthropology have since filled in many
details of this evolutionary story — from fossil records of early hominins to genetic
sequencing that maps humanity’s journey out of Africa. Yet, for all its explanatory power,
Darwin’s framework leaves lingering mysteries. Why do humans alone possess abstract
reasoning, complex language, and the capacity for symbolic art? Why do ancient cultures
across the planet preserve memories of sky beings and gods who “descended from the
stars”? And why do architectural and linguistic parallels recur among civilizations that
were, supposedly, never in contact?

These questions form the heart of this chapter — not to reject evolution, but to ask
whether it tells the full story. Across the past century, evidence has emerged from genetics,
archaeology, comparative mythology, and even fringe science suggesting that human
origins may involve more than blind chance. The discovery that 97% of human DNA was
once labelled “junk” because its function was unknown (Ohno, 1972) continues to haunt
molecular biology. The hypothesis of “directed panspermia” proposed by Nobel laureate
Francis Crick (1981) — that life on Earth may have been deliberately seeded — pushes
this question to cosmic scales. Meanwhile, ancient texts from Mesopotamia, Egypt, India,
and Mesoamerica describe humanoid visitors who taught humans civilization, writing, and
astronomy.



This chapter navigates between the rigor of modern science and the curiosity of mythic
memory. It is not a manifesto for alien intervention, but a meditation on human
exceptionalism — why we alone reimagine our world and gaze upward in search of our
makers.

1. Ape, Alien, or Hybrid? — Reassessing Human Origins

Charles Darwin’s The Descent of Man (1871) marked the formal scientific declaration that
humans evolved from ape-like ancestors through natural selection. Fossil discoveries since
then — from Australopithecus afarensis (“Lucy”) to Homo erectus and Homo sapiens
neanderthalensis — have built a detailed evolutionary tree (Johanson & Edey, 1981).
Molecular biology, particularly mitochondrial DNA analysis, has traced all modern
humans back to a common African ancestor roughly 200,000 years ago (Cann, Stoneking,
& Wilson, 1987). Yet, even with this elegant genetic map, significant questions remain
unanswered.

One of the most provocative mysteries concerns the human genome itself. Only about
1.5% of our DNA encodes proteins; the rest — roughly 97% — was long dismissed as
“junk DNA” (Ohno, 1972). However, recent findings suggest that this noncoding DNA
plays crucial regulatory and structural roles (ENCODE Project Consortium, 2012). Some
researchers, such as Makukov and Shcherbak (2013), have controversially argued that
noncoding sequences exhibit patterns suggestive of intelligent encoding. Their paper,
published in Icarus, speculated that such signatures could represent an artifact of ancient
genetic engineering — a hypothesis that remains speculative but has fuelled discussion in
astrobiology circles.

The idea that life on Earth may have extraterrestrial origins is not new. Francis Crick and
Leslie Orgel (1973), both pioneers of molecular biology, proposed “directed panspermia”
— the concept that microorganisms or genetic material could have been intentionally sent
to Earth by an advanced civilization. Crick himself, while cautious, noted that the DNA
molecule’s complexity seemed too extraordinary to have arisen purely through random
chemistry in a short geological timeframe. Though mainstream science interprets
panspermia in non-intentional terms (via meteorites or comets), Crick’s proposal
introduced the radical notion that intelligence might precede biological evolution.

In 2013, a controversial interpretation of a paper in Astrobiology sparked renewed
interest. Some researchers (though later clarified to be misrepresented by media)
examined whether certain anomalies in the human genome could reflect artificial
modification. The paper itself dealt with panspermia as a mechanism of life distribution,
but its popular reinterpretation — suggesting that Homo sapiens might have been
“genetically engineered” — rekindled debate between evolutionary orthodoxy and
directed creation (Sharov & Gordon, 2013).

If humanity was indeed influenced — or accelerated — by external intervention, what
evidence would remain? Archaeologists and geneticists look to abrupt leaps in human
development: the sudden expansion of the neocortex, the unexplained emergence of
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language, and the so-called “Great Leap Forward” around 40,000 BCE when art, music,
and complex tools appeared almost simultaneously (Mithen, 1996). Evolution can explain
gradual adaptation, but cultural and cognitive revolutions often seem instantaneous. Could

these “quantum jumps” represent not random mutations but deliberate enhancements - or
cultural transmissions from a vanished progenitor civilization?

While mainstream academia remains firmly Darwinian, a small but persistent body of
interdisciplinary research — ranging from comparative mythology to neurogenetics —
continues to explore whether humanity’s origin story might include intervention,
guidance, or a forgotten hybridization event.

2. Why Only Humans Build Tools to Change the World?

When one observes a chimpanzee using a twig to extract termites or an otter cracking a
clam with a stone, the continuity of tool use across species becomes evident. Yet humans
differ in a critical way — we do not merely use tools; we reinvent them. The evolutionary
chasm between crafting a stone flake and designing a quantum computer cannot be
bridged by incremental improvement alone. It reflects a qualitative leap in cognition,
abstraction, and foresight.

Cognitive neuroscience shows that human brains operate with remarkable efficiency. At
any given moment, only 3—5% of neural activity is devoted to conscious processing; the
rest functions subconsciously, handling pattern recognition, emotion, and motor control
(Baars, 1997). This minimal conscious bandwidth forces the human mind to compress
reality into symbols, models, and anticipations — the very roots of imagination. Unlike
other animals, humans can simulate future scenarios, imagine alternate worlds, and create
hypothetical problems to solve. Cognitive scientists describe this as “counterfactual
thinking” — the mental ability to reason about events that have not yet occurred (Byrne,
2005). It 1s this faculty that enables invention, art, and science.

The philosopher Karl Popper once noted that “the human animal differs from the ape not
by what it does, but by what it believes it can do.” The evolution of this belief — the
instinct to improve, innovate, and transcend — remains mysterious. Some anthropologists
propose that a mutation in the FOXP2 gene roughly 100,000 years ago, associated with
speech and complex syntax, may have catalysed symbolic thinking (Enard et al., 2002).
Others see it as the emergent property of social cooperation. Yet there is a third possibility
— that the human mind’s peculiar creativity reflects programming by an unknown
intelligence, one that embedded within us the drive to “fix the future.”

In evolutionary terms, problem-solving offers survival advantage. A primate that
anticipates seasonal scarcity or social threat has a better chance of enduring. However,
humans extend this instinct far beyond necessity — we imagine problems that do not yet
exist. From climate engineering to artificial intelligence, our species is perpetually
rehearsing the future. Cognitive theorist Merlin Donald (1991) described this as the
“theoretical culture” — a mode of thought that transcends direct experience. It suggests
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that humans are not simply adapting to environments; we are adapting environments to
our minds.

In a purely Darwinian framework, such foresight is the apex of natural evolution. Yet in an
alternative interpretation — one entertained by thinkers such as Erich von Déniken (1968)
and later by Zecharia Sitchin (1976) — this faculty might represent intentional design. If
an external intelligence once “uplifted” proto-humans, perhaps the creative instinct was
the intended outcome: the seed of civilization itself. Whether genetic mutation or divine
spark, humanity’s obsession with reimagining the world remains its defining mystery.

3. Messengers From the Stars — Ancient Records of Unknown Beings Long before
telescopes and DNA sequencing, ancient peoples looked to the heavens and saw their
origins there. Across continents, early civilizations recorded encounters with gods who
“descended from the sky,” taught agriculture, astronomy, writing, and kingship, and then
departed — promising to return. These narratives, found in the cuneiform tablets of
Sumer, the hieroglyphs of Egypt, the Vedas of India, and the codices of Mesoamerica,
have striking parallels that defy geographic isolation.

In Sumerian mythology, the oldest known written civilization (c. 3500 BCE), the
Anunnaki were described as powerful beings from the heavens who created or modified
humanity to serve them (Sitchin, 1976). The Enuma Elish and Epic of Gilgamesh portray
gods descending in fiery chariots, performing genetic or alchemical manipulations on “the
clay of the earth.” To mainstream Assyriologists (an expert who studies the history,
archaeology, culture, and languages of ancient Assyria and Mesopotamia), these texts are
mythopoetic allegories reflecting agricultural and cosmic cycles. Yet their technological
imagery — including references to “black-winged ships” and “divine measures” —
continues to intrigue alternative historians.

Egyptian hieroglyphs also depict gods like Thoth and Osiris descending from the stars to
teach sacred geometry, writing (medu neter), and moral law. Some reliefs in the Temple of
Dendera, often cited by fringe theorists, appear to resemble electric lamps, while others
show what modern observers interpret as “flying disks.” Though Egyptologists emphasize
symbolic interpretation, the consistency of skyward motifs across millennia remains
notable (Hancock, 1995).

Similarly, the Mayan Popol Vuh recounts gods who “came from above” and “formed man
from maize,” a curious parallel to the Sumerian tale of human creation from clay. The
Mayan codices also contain star maps, particularly of the Pleiades and Orion —
constellations deeply associated with rebirth in Egyptian cosmology. Such parallels
suggest either universal archetypes of creation or remnants of a once-global mythic
system.

Perhaps the most technically audacious ancient text is India’s Vaimanika Shastra, a
Sanskrit treatise allegedly describing aerial vehicles (vimanas) powered by mercury
engines (Josyer, 1973). Though modern scholars date the text to the early 20th century and
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dismiss its technological claims, the idea of flying craft appears in far older Vedic
literature, including the Mahabharata, where gods and heroes engage in “sky battles” with
celestial weapons that resemble modern missiles. Whether allegory or distorted memory,
these descriptions imply that ancient peoples either imagined or witnessed technologies
beyond their era’s capacity.

From Sumer to Mesoamerica, a shared pattern emerges: human civilization is portrayed as
a gift from “those who came from the sky.” If these stories were purely symbolic, their
uniformity across isolated cultures remains remarkable. If they are memories — however
mythologized — of real encounters, then the question of humanity’s hybrid origin takes
on startling depth. The line between divine myth and historical record becomes blurred,
hinting that the ancient world’s gods may have been advanced beings whose presence
jump-started human civilization.

4. Why Do Humans Pray to the Sky? Architecture as Evidence

Human architecture often embodies humanity’s longing for the heavens. From the stepped
ziggurats of Sumer to the soaring spires of Gothic cathedrals, sacred structures reach
upward, symbolically bridging earth and sky. But why is this orientation so universal?
Why do nearly all ancient and medieval religious monuments point vertically, as if
transmitting or receiving unseen energies?

In Hindu temple architecture, the towering Shikhara represents Mount Meru — the cosmic
axis connecting human and divine realms. Similarly, the minarets of Islamic mosques rise
skyward, guiding the call to prayer. Christian churches, particularly in the Gothic era,
elongated their spires into needle-like forms designed to draw the eye heavenward and,
perhaps subconsciously, to emulate ascent. This architectural convergence could be purely
symbolic. Yet some researchers propose a more technological interpretation: that these
structures mimic the design principles of energy transmitters or resonant antennas (Dunn,
1998).

Engineer Christopher Dunn’s The Giza Power Plant (1998) advanced the controversial
hypothesis that the Great Pyramid of Giza was not a tomb, but a machine designed to
resonate with Earth’s electromagnetic field. He argued that its internal geometry — with
granite chambers aligned along precise harmonic ratios — suggests acoustic and electrical
functionality. Nikola Tesla, a century earlier, had proposed that energy could be
transmitted wirelessly through Earth’s resonance, and he reportedly studied pyramid
geometry while designing his Wardenclyffe Tower (Tesla, 1905). Both Tesla’s and Dunn’s
ideas remain speculative but invite re-examination of ancient engineering achievements
not as primitive attempts at monument building but as potential remnants of lost scientific
understanding.

Modern research has revived curiosity about the physical properties of pyramids. In 2020,
Russian and Ukrainian physicists conducted controlled experiments on pyramid-shaped
structures and reported measurable electromagnetic anomalies within their chambers
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(Ivanov et al., 2020). These included increased ionization levels and unique resonance
effects at specific frequencies. While these findings do not confirm energy generation or
transmission, they demonstrate that pyramid geometry interacts with electromagnetic
fields in nontrivial ways. Ancient builders may have discovered such phenomena
empirically, encoding them into sacred architecture.

The symbolism of “upward prayer” may thus carry dual meaning — spiritual aspiration
and technological remembrance. To early humans, the sky was both the realm of gods and
the source of light, rain, and celestial order. The act of building upward could represent
not only devotion but communication, an attempt to reconnect with “sky beings” who
once descended. The architectural continuity — pyramids, spires, stupas, ziggurats —
across millennia and continents hints at a universal impulse, perhaps inherited from a time
when humans believed, or knew, that the heavens once touched the earth.

5. Sacred Geometry and Universal Alphabets

From the earliest inscriptions on stone to the codified alphabets of antiquity, humanity’s
written symbols share uncanny similarities. Across cultures separated by oceans and
millennia — Egypt, the Indus Valley, Phoenicia, and Mesoamerica — one finds recurring
geometric motifs: triangles, spirals, V-shapes, and intersecting lines that form proto-
letters. Scholars of comparative linguistics and semiotics have long noted these patterns,
but explanations diverge between evolutionary convergence and diffusion from a single
source civilization.

In ancient Egypt, the hieroglyph for the ox head — aleph — was drawn as a triangular or
A shaped symbol. This same form, inverted or stylized, appears in Phoenician script as
aleph, in Greek as Alpha, and in Latin as A. Similarly, in the Indus Valley script, V-shaped
markings occur frequently on seals, often associated with depictions of fertility or divine
energy (Parpola, 1994). In Mesoamerica, early Zapotec and Mayan glyphs also include V-
shaped patterns denoting origin, opening, or speech. How did cultures with no direct
contact converge upon the same shapes to signify beginnings, power, or divinity?

One explanation lies in human neurology. Carl Jung’s theory of the collective unconscious
(1959) proposed that archetypal patterns — recurring symbols and myths — are imprinted
in the human psyche through shared evolutionary experience. From this psychological
perspective, geometric archetypes like triangles, spirals, and crosses represent innate
cognitive blueprints. Modern neuroscience supports this to some extent: the human visual
cortex is wired to detect geometric primitives (edges, lines, junctions), making certain
shapes universally salient (Livingstone & Hubel, 1988). Thus, “A-shaped” symbols could
arise independently as natural extensions of how the brain processes symmetry and
stability.

However, Jung’s archetypes might also preserve more than biological predisposition. They
could be cultural fossils — fragments of a once-unified symbolic language passed down
from a progenitor civilization. The “archetypal diffusion” theory, though controversial,
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suggests that humanity’s earliest scripts share a common origin in a prehistoric high
culture predating the last Ice Age (Hancock, 2015). Such a civilization, if it existed, may
have encoded its knowledge in geometric symbols simple enough to survive catastrophe
and migration.

Sacred geometry provides another dimension to this hypothesis. The triangle, circle, and
spiral are not merely aesthetic forms; they encode mathematical constants — 7 (pi), ¢

(phi), and the Fibonacci sequence — found in natural structures from galaxies to DNA

helices. Ancient builders seemed aware of these proportions long before formal
mathematics existed. The Great Pyramid’s height-to-base ratio approximates 2w, while
Indian mandalas and Gothic rose windows mirror the geometry of the golden ratio. Were
these coincidences of intuition, or inheritances of a shared mathematical tradition?

The Om (Aum) symbol of Hinduism epitomizes this intersection of sound, geometry, and
cosmology. Its three curves, semicircle, and dot represent waking, dreaming, and

transcendental states of consciousness — yet graphically, it mirrors the Greek Alpha and
the Egyptian ox head. If one traces their evolution, a continuous lineage of form and
meaning emerges: creation, initiation, and the beginning of sound — the Word. Whether

this convergence arose independently or through transmission, it reveals a profound unity
underlying human semiotics. It suggests that long before languages diversified, there
existed a universal “alphabet of being” through which humans sought to communicate
with the cosmos.

6. Global Memory Reset — Survival of Civilization After the Last Ice Age

Around 12,800 years ago, at the end of the Pleistocene epoch, Earth experienced one of its
most abrupt and devastating climate shifts — the Younger Dryas Impact Event.
Geological evidence points to a massive influx of extraterrestrial material, possibly from a
fragmented comet, which triggered sudden global cooling, widespread wildfires, and
megafaunal extinctions (Firestone et al., 2007). Sea levels rose dramatically, submerging
coastal plains and forcing surviving human populations to migrate inland. This catastrophe
effectively erased much of the prehistoric world, leaving only fragmented myths of deluge
and divine wrath.

What followed was a global cultural amnesia — and the scattered rebirth of civilization.
Archaeological anomalies such as Gobekli Tepe in modern-day Turkey, dating to circa
9600 BCE, demonstrate that advanced architecture and astronomical alignment emerged
almost immediately after the cataclysm (Schmidt, 2010). The builders of Gobekli Tepe,
hunter gatherers with no known antecedent civilization, erected massive stone pillars
carved with intricate animal reliefs. Some researchers suggest that these symbols encode
constellations, possibly memorializing the cosmic disaster itself (Schoch, 2013). If true,
Gobekli Tepe stands not as the beginning of civilization, but as its reconstruction —
evidence that survivors of a lost world carried forward fragments of knowledge.
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Flood myths from every continent echo this shared trauma. In Mesopotamia, the Epic of
Gilgamesh recounts Utnapishtim’s survival of a divine deluge; in India, the Satapatha
Brahmana tells of Manu rescued by a celestial fish(Matsya Avataar); the Hebrew Book of
Genesis describes Noah’s Ark preserving humanity; and the Aztecs spoke of the Sun
Flood that ended the previous world. These stories differ in detail but share an archetypal
structure: divine warning, destruction by water, preservation of chosen survivors, and
renewal of civilization. Anthropologists once dismissed such parallels as psychological
metaphors. Yet geological and ice-core data now confirm that a sudden, planet-wide flood
event indeed occurred around the same time these myths purport to describe (Kennett et
al., 2015).

The possibility arises that advanced prehistoric societies — perhaps maritime cultures
situated along the now-submerged continental shelves — were obliterated during this
period, their survivors becoming the progenitors of later civilizations. Graham Hancock
(2015) and Randall Carlson (2014) argue that this “global reset” could explain why
agriculture, monumental architecture, and astronomical knowledge appear abruptly
around 10,000 BCE in multiple regions: Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Indus Valley, and
Mesoamerica. If remnants of a pre-Ice Age civilization transmitted their wisdom to post-
cataclysmic peoples, they would appear to later generations as gods descending from the
heavens. Some traditions preserve this notion explicitly. The Egyptian god Thoth was said
to have “brought back the lost words of the First Time”; the Andean Viracocha re-taught
humanity agriculture and writing after the flood; the Sumerian Oannes emerged from the
sea to civilize the nomads. These are not isolated motifs but shared memories of cultural
restoration. Whether interpreted symbolically or historically, they suggest that
civilization’s rise may have been less an invention than a recovery — a reawakening of
dormant knowledge encoded in myth.

If the Younger Dryas event nearly extinguished humanity, then our modern species carries
the legacy of survival — and perhaps the guilt of forgetfulness. The myths of flood and
rebirth may not only describe environmental cataclysm but the psychological trauma of
losing connection to a once-greater understanding of nature and cosmos. The stone
temples, megaliths, and celestial alignments built afterward may have been attempts to
preserve or reestablish that lost communion.

7. Rational Speculation — Evolution or Intervention?

Having traversed the scientific, mythological, and architectural threads of human origin,
the question remains: are we the products of random evolution, survivors of cyclical
cataclysm, or beneficiaries of intelligent design? To synthesize these perspectives, one can
envision three overlapping models — not mutually exclusive, but interwoven like the
triple helix of myth, memory, and mutation.

Model I: Pure Evolutionary Progression

This model aligns with mainstream biology. It views humanity as the inevitable outcome
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of evolutionary pressures acting upon hominins for millions of years. From bipedal
locomotion to tool use and language, each adaptation compounded to produce intelligence
capable of abstract reasoning. The Great Leap Forward, in this view, reflects the threshold
at which cultural evolution outpaced biological evolution. Random mutation, sexual
selection, and environmental challenge together sculpted a species capable of transcending
instinct (Tattersall, 2012). Within this paradigm, myths of divine intervention are
psychological projections of humanity’s newfound self-awareness — our tendency to
externalize creativity as gods.

Model II: Cataclysm + Cultural Memory

This model accepts evolutionary biology but posits that civilization’s apparent
discontinuities — sudden technological and cultural leaps — result from cyclical
destruction and rediscovery. Catastrophism, once derided in favour of gradualism, is now
recognized in geology as a legitimate process. Mass extinctions punctuate evolutionary
history, and human culture may follow the same rhythm. Each cataclysm — whether
natural or self-inflicted — resets the collective memory, leaving survivors to rebuild using
vestiges of lost knowledge. This model elegantly explains flood myths, global
architectural parallels, and abrupt cultural awakenings. It portrays humanity as both
resilient and forgetful, caught in an eternal cycle of ascent, collapse, and rebirth.

Model II1: Guided Evolution / Hybridization

The third model ventures into the frontier of speculation but resonates deeply with ancient
narratives. It suggests that external intelligences — whether extraterrestrial,
interdimensional, or remnants of a prior terrestrial species — may have influenced human
development. This influence could have been biological (genetic modification or
hybridization), cultural (direct instruction), or energetic (catalysing consciousness through
unknown means). The Anunnaki legends, Vedic vimanas, and celestial teachers from
Egypt to the Andes fit this template. In modern terms, this hypothesis parallels the “Zoo
Hypothesis” in astrobiology, which posits that advanced civilizations might observe or
subtly guide developing species without overt interference (Ball, 1973).

Critics argue that invoking intervention undermines scientific parsimony. Yet, as physicist
Michio Kaku (2011) notes, the universe is vast enough that the absence of evidence cannot
be equated with evidence of absence. Moreover, if intelligence exists elsewhere, the
possibility that it has influenced Earth cannot be ruled out a priori. Whether the agents of
this influence were ancient astronauts, noncorporeal entities, or an advanced pre-human
species, their legacy may persist in our DNA, myths, and monuments.

Why Mainstream Science Resists Alternative Narratives

Modern science, grounded in empirical validation, rightly demands falsifiable evidence.
Myths, linguistic parallels, and architectural coincidences do not meet the threshold of
proof. Yet scientific orthodoxy can itself become dogmatic when it excludes inquiry that

challenges established paradigms. Thomas Kuhn (1962) described this as the inertia of
“normal science” — the resistance to paradigm shifts until anomalies become undeniable.
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We are Gen-Z

Aksha Afrin
Ist Semester, English Major

Psychology class, was listening to the professor, calling the group of brat

boys and girls, sitting in front, Gen-Z. We both tiptoed close to the
classroom and listened in what he was lecturing on. "You guys cold hearted, arrogant,
emotionless... Gen-Z". As if, he was pounding on the onlooking students. We further in,
got our ears flattened to listen to him. He, being a bit soften down, "You people, are born
between 1997 and 2012, grew up with internet, smart phone, social media, climate
change, COVID crisis. You guys spend more time online than your previous generations.
You have shorter attention but are all multitasking because of frequent digital interactions.
Surveys report that Gen-Z have mental health crisis, full of worries, having trust issues.
Pandemic isolation, rising rates of depression, what not you guys have been with these for
decades." The professor sometimes blurts out at the front row pupils. "Emotional well
being not at all nurtured, falling prey to suicide, break ups, divorces, violent protests etc.
They don't want to engage to any relationship, having an isolated life, with no such goals
in the mind to pursue. Numbness grips over them." We are lost in the professor's lectures
on the Gen-Z. Already getting late for the next class, my friend and I, walked away. I was
wondering if it is natural for these group of boys and girls of my age or whom to blame
for this. Are we really Gen-Z? Hey what are you thinking? Are we? She nods her head.
Months ago, I came across a book Gen-Z Parenting at a book stall at Delhi airport on my
way back to Kolkata. It was since then my mind was stuck with the Gen-Z.

I I ey, you know. Why do they call us Gen-Z.? My friend on her way to
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and Dr. Madhumita Manna, Hon'ble DPI, Education Directorate visiting our college
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